IN THE CLAIMS: 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
versions and listings of the claims in the present application. 



- x Claim 1 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus with a 

Jbl — 

— -^* z ' fung^ion of transmitting electronic mail, comprising: 
mail; 



designating means for designating a desired object to be attached to electronic 



acquisition means for acquiring access information relating including 
information of access to tnfe object designated by said designating means; and 

generating Vieans for generating electronic mail information, which includes 
the access information acquire&by said acquisition means. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said generating means generates an attachment file, which includes the access information 
acquired by said acquisition means and\ttaches the generated attachment file to electronic mail 
that is to be transmitted. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said generating means affixes the access information, which has been acquired by said 
acquisition means, to a main body of electronic maM that is to be transmitted. 
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^lairn 4 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
^uu 0 ^ the acjpess information includes information indicating a storage location of the object, which has 
been designated by said designating means, in a system. 



Claim ^(previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said designating means includes display means for presenting an at-a-glance display, in a 
thumbnail or list format, of documents that are present in a specific storage area, and for 
displaying an icon corresponding\o an electronic mail application that is for generating and 
transmitting electronic mail; 

wherein, wh&i a desired document among the documents in the 
at-a-glance display is dropped onto the icbn, the desired document is designated. 



Claim 6 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said acquisition means includes setting means fo^ allowing a user to set access information via a 
prescribed user interface. 

Claim 7 (original): The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
acquisition means sets an access key, which is for enablin^ccess to the object, as part of the 
access information. 



Claim 8 (original): The apparatus according to c\aim 1, further comprising 
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setfting means for setting, as part of the access information, permission to access all object files in 
a storage areAof an object that has been designated by said designating means. 



laim 9 (original): The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
setting means for settmg, as part of the access information, permission to access other versions of 
an object that has been designated by said designating means. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus with a 
function of receiving electronic mail, comprising: 

*\^extraction means, fo^extracting access information contained in electronic 
mail that has been received , said access information including limitation of access to an object : 

access means for accessing^ the object based upon under the limitation 
specified by the access information extracted bV said extraction means; and 

display means for presenting a display that corresponds to the object based 
upon a content of the object accessed by said access means. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein said display 
means presents either a thumbnail display or a list display regarding objects accessed by said 
access means. 



Claim 12 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 
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the access information includes enabling information indicating whether it is 
permissible to adcess another object present at a storage location to which the object belongs; 

skid access means accesses another object present at the storage location in a 
case in which the enabling information permits access to the other object; and 

said cftsplay means presents an at-a-glance display relating to an object present 
at the storage location based upon results of accessing performed by said access means. 

Claim 13 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 12, further 

comprising: 

selection means rar selecting a desired object from the at-a-glance display; and 
content display mea^s for displaying a content of an object that has been 
selected by said selection means. 

Claim 14 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 10, 

wherein 

the access information include^ enabling information indicating whether it is 
permissible to access another version of the object;\ 

said access means accesses an objedt that is another version of the object in a 
case in which the enabling information permits access totthe other version; and 

said display means presents an at-a-glancte display inclusive of the other 
version of the object based upon results of accessing performed by said access means. 



5- 



5^7 ^ 



Cl^im 15 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 14, further 

comprising: 

selection means for selecting a desired object from the at-a-glance display; and 
content cnsplay means for displaying a content of an object that has been 
selected by said selection means. 



Claim 16 (original): The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein said 
extraction means extracts the access Vformation from a file that has been attached to electronic 
mail. 

Claim 17 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein 
said extraction means extracts the access inforaiation from a main body of electronic mail. 

Claim 18 (previously presented) :\The apparatus according to claim 10, 

wherein 

the access information includes positiifci information for specifying a storage 
location at which the object is present, and information fonpbtaining privilege to access an object 
at the storage location; and, 

using the access information as an access ke% said access means accesses the 
object at the storage location specified by the position informatic 
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the access key is information for logging in to the storage location. 



]!laim 19 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 18, wherein 



Claim 20 (currently amended): An information processing system in which 
electronic mail is sent and received between information processing apparatuses, comprising: 

generating means for generating electronic mail information, which includes 
access information re lating indicating limitation of access to an object to be attached to be 
accessed by a receiver of the electronic mail; 

communication meJuis for sending and receiving the electronic mail 
information generated by said generating, means; and 

access means for accessing the object bas e d u p on under the limitation specified 
by the access information contained in the electronic mail information received via said 
communication means. 

Claim 21 (original): The system according to claim 20, wherein said generating 

means includes: 

designating means for designating a de\ired object to be attached to electronic 

mail; 

acquisition means for acquiring access information relating to the object 
designated by said designating means; and 
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Sail information generating means for generating electronic mail information 



in which the access information acquired by said acquisition means constitutes part of the 
electronic mail. 

Claim 22 previously presented): The system according to claim 21, wherein 
said mail information generating means generates an attachment file, which includes the access 
information acquired by said acquisition means, and attaches the generated attachment file to 
electronic mail that is to be transmitted. 

Claim 23 (previously presented): The system according to claim 21, wherein 
said mail information generating means affixes the access information, which has been acquired 
by said acquisition means, to a main body of electronic mail that is to be transmitted. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): Tne system according to claim 21, wherein 
the access information includes information indicating aSstorage location of the object, which has 
been designated by said designating means, in said systems 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The system according to claim 21, 
wherein said designating means has display meanV for presenting an 
at-a-glance display, in a thumbnail or list format, of documents that areuDresent in a specific 
storage area, and for displaying an icon corresponding to an electronic mail application that is for 
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C generating ancmransmitting electronic mail; and 

Wherein, when a desired document among the documents in the at-a-glance 
display is dropped onto the icon, the desired document is designated. 



Claim 26 (previously presented): The system according to claim 21, wherein 
said acquisition means includes setting means for allowing a user to set access information via a 
prescribed user interface. 



-it 



Claim 27 (original)\The system according to claim 21, wherein said 
acquisition means sets an access key, wn^ch is for enabling access to the object, as part of the 
access information. 

Claim 28 (original): The systerta according to claim 21, further comprising 
setting means for setting, as part of the access information, permission to access all object files in 
a storage area of an object that has been designated bj^aid designating means. 

Claim 29 (original): The system according to claim 21, further comprising 
setting means for setting, as part of the access information, peipiission to access other versions of 
an object that has been designated by said designating means. 



Claim 30 (original): The system according to cl; 



20, wherein said 



conynunicationVeans transmits the electronic mail information, which has been generated by 
said generating means, to an information processing apparatus that has been designated. 



Claim 31 (previously presented): The system according to claim 20, wherein 
said access means includes: 

extraction means for extracting the access information contained in electronic 
mail that has been received; 

object access rheans for accessing an object based upon the access information 
extracted by said extraction means;\and 

display means for presenting a display that corresponds to the object based 
upon a content of the object accessed by said access means. 

Claim 32 (original): The system according to claim 31, wherein said display 
means presents either a thumbnail display or a listxjisplay regarding objects accessed by said 
access means. 



Claim 33 (previously presented): The swtem according to claim 31, wherein 
the access information contains enabling information indicating whether it is 

permissible to access another object present at a storage locatio\ to which the object belongs; 

said access means accesses another object present at the storage location in a 

case in which the enabling information permits access to the other oqiect; and 
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said display means presents an at-a-glance display relating to an object present 



at the storage locatioiibased upon results of accessing performed by said access means. 



Claim 3^ (previously presented): The system according to claim 33, further 

comprising: 

selection me&ns for selecting a desired object from the at-a-glance display; and 
content display\ieans for displaying a content of an object that has been 
selected by said selection means. 



Claim 35 (previously presented): The system according to claim 31, wherein 

the access information contains enabling information indicating whether it is 
permissible to access another version of the object; 

said access means accesses an object that is another version of the object in a 
case in which the enabling information permits accessNto the other version; and 

said display means presents an at-a-glakce display inclusive of the other 
version of the object based upon results of accessing performed by said access means. 



comprising: 



Claim 36 (previously presented): The system according to claim 35, further 

selection means for selecting a desired object from the at-a-glance display; and 
content display means for displaying a content of an object that has been 



ected by said selection means. 



Claim 3 Aboriginal): The system according to claim 31, wherein said extraction 
means extracts the access information from a file that has been attached to electronic mail. 

Claim 38 (previously presented): The system according to claim 31, wherein 
said extraction means extracts the access information from a main body of electronic mail. 

Claim 39 (previously presented): The system according to claim 31, wherein 
the access information includes position information for specifying a storage location at which 
the object is present, and information for obtaining^privilege to access an object at the storage 
location; and, 

using the access information as an access key, said object access means 
accesses the object at the storage location specified by the position information. 

Claim 40 (previously presented): The system according to claim 39, wherein 
the access key is information for logging in to the storage location. 



Claim 41 (currently amended): An information processing method in an 
apparatus with a function of transmitting electronic mail, said method comprising: 

a designating step of designating a desired object to be attachedvto electronic 
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an acquisition step of acquiring access information r elating including limitation 
of access to the otwect designated at said designating step; and 

a generating step of generating electronic mail information, which includes the 
access information acquired at said acquisition step. 



Claim 42 (previously presented): The method according to claim 41, wherein 
said generating step generates anVtachment file, which includes the access information acquired 
at said acquisition step, and attachesN^ie generated attachment file to electronic mail that is to be 
transmitted. 



Claim 43 (previously presented): The method according to claim 41, wherein 
said generating step affixes the access information, which has been acquired at said acquisition 
step, to a main body of electronic mail that is to be rfcansmitted. 

Claim 44 (previously presented): The method according to claim 41, wherein 
the access information includes information indicating a storage location of the object, which has 
been designated at said designating step, in a system. 



Claim 45 (previously presented): The method according to claim 41, 
wherein said designating step includes a display step of presenting an 
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glance display in a thumbnail or list format, of documents that are present in a specific 
orage area, and ofYlisplaying an icon corresponding to an electronic mail application that is for 
generating and transmitting electronic mail; and 

wherein, when a desired document among the documents in the at-a-glance 
display is dropped onto theucon, the desired document is designated. 

Claim 46 (original): The method according to claim 41, wherein said 
acquisition step includes a setting^tep of allowing a user to set access information via a 
prescribed user interface. 

Claim 47 (original): Th^ method according to claim 41, wherein said 
acquisition step sets an access key, which is ijpr enabling access to the object, as part of the 
access information. 

Claim 48 (original): The method according to claim 41, further comprising a 
setting step of setting, as part of the access informationVpermission to access all object files in a 
storage area of an object that has been designated at said designating step. 

Claim 49 (original): The method accordingYo claim 41, further comprising a 
setting step of setting, as part of the access information, permission to access other versions of an 
object that has been designated at said designating step. 
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\" \ \ Claim 50 (currently amended): An information processing method in an 

\yp V^dpparatus with a function of receiving electronic mail, said method comprising: 

extraction step of extracting access information contained in electronic mail 
that has been received Aaid access information including limitation of access to an object ; 

an access step of accessing an the object based upon under the limitation 
specified by the access information extracted at said extraction step; and 

a display step W presenting a display that corresponds to the object based upon 
a content of the object accessed at said access step. 



Claim 51 (original): The method according to claim 50, wherein said display 
step presents either a thumbnail display or a^ist display regarding objects accessed at said access 
step. 



Claim 52 (previously presented): TJie method according to claim 50, wherein 
the access information contains enabling information indicating whether it is 
permissible to access another object present at a storage Ideation to which the object belongs; 

said access step accesses another object present at the storage location in a case 
in which the enabling information permits access to the other object; and 

said display step presents an at-a-glance displawelating to an object present at 
the storage location based upon results of accessing performed at saM access step. 
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Claim 53 (previously presented): The method according to claim 52, further 



^selection step of selecting a desired object from the at-a-glance display; and 
a content display step of displaying a content of an object that has been 
selected at said selection step. 



Claim 54 (previously presented): The method according to claim 50, wherein 

the access information contains enabling information indicating whether it is 
permissible to access another version of the object; 

said access step accesses an object that is another version of the object in a case 
in which the enabling information permits access to the other version; and 

said display step presents an at-a-glance display inclusive of the other version 
of the object based upon results of accessingNperformed at said access step. 



Claim 55 (previously presented)^ The method according to claim 54, further 

comprising: 

a selection step of selecting a desire cKobject from the at-a-glance display; and 
a content display step of displaying a content of an object that has been 
selected at said selection step. 



Claim 56 (original): The method according to claim 50, wherein said extraction 
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step extracts the access information from a file that has been attached to electronic mail. 
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Claim 57 (previously presented): The method according to claim 50, wherein 



said extraction step extracts the access information from a main body of electronic mail. 



Claini 58 (previously presented): The method according to claim 50, wherein 
the access information includes position information for specifying a storage 

location at which the object is^resent, and information for obtaining privilege to access an object 

at the storage location; and, 

using the access information as an access key, said access step accesses the 

object at the storage location specified bV the position information. 



Claim 59 (previously presented): The method according to claim 58, wherein 
the access key is information for logging in to the\torage location. 



Claim 60 (currently amended): A merhod of controlling an information 
processing system in which electronic mail is sent and received between information processing 
apparatus, said method comprising: 

a generating step of generating electronic mafl information, which includes 
access information re lating indicating limitation of access to an object to be attached to be 
accessed by a received of the electronic mail; 
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a communication step of sending and receiving the electronic mail information 
generated at s^id generating step; and 

an access step of accessing the object based upon the access information 
tained in the electronic mail information received via said communication step. 



0 
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Claim\jl (original): The method according to claim 60, wherein said 
generating step includes: 

a designatin^step of designating a desired object to be attached to electronic 

mail; 

an acquisition stemof acquiring access information relating to the object 
designated at said designating step; and 

mail information generating step of generating electronic mail information in 
which the access information acquired at sarl^ acquisition step constitutes part of the electronic 
mail. 

Claim 62 (previously presented): tee method according to claim 61, wherein 
said mail information generating step generates an attachment file, which includes the access 
information acquired by said acquisition step, and attache\the generated attachment file to 
electronic mail that is to be transmitted. 



Claim 63 (previously presented): The method according to claim 61, wherein 
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said mail information generating step affixes the access information, which has been acquired at 
said acquisition step, to a main body of electronic mail that is to be transmitted. 

Claim 64 (previously presented): The method according to claim 61, wherein 
the access inforaktion includes information indicating a storage location of the object, which has 
been designated at said designating step, in the system. 



Clainr65 (previously presented): The method according to claim 61, wherein 
said designating step includes a display step of presenting an at-a-glance 

display, in a thumbnail or listVormat, of documents that are present in a specific storage area, and 

of displaying an icon corresponcfipg to an electronic mail application that is for generating and 

transmitting electronic mail; and 

wherein, when a desired document among the documents in the at-a-glance 

display is dropped onto the icon, the desired document is designated. 



Claim 66 (original): The method according to claim 61, wherein said 
acquisition step includes a setting step of allowing^ user to set access information via a 
prescribed user interface. 



Claim 67 (original): The method according to claim 61, wherein said 
acquisition step sets an access key, which is for enabling access to the object, as part of the 



access information. 
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Claim 68 (original): The method according to claim 61, further comprising a 
setting step of setting, as part of the access information, permission to access all object files in a 
storage area of an objtect that has been designated at said designating step. 



Claim 69 (original): The method according to claim 61, further comprising a 
setting step of setting, as part oi\the access information, permission to access other versions of an 
object that has been designated at skid designating step. 



Claim 70 (original): Thk method according to claim 60, wherein said 
communication step transmits the electronic mail information, which has been generated at said 
generating step, to an information processing apparatus that has been designated. 

Claim 71 (previously presented): The^method according to claim 60, wherein 
said access step includes: 

an extraction step of extracting the access information contained in electronic 
mail that has been received; 

an object access step of accessing an object baseo\jipon the access information 
extracted at said extraction step; and 

a display step of presenting a display that corresponds ffo the object based upon 
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a content of the object accessed at said access step. 

Claim 72 (original): The method according to claim 71, wherein said display 
step presents either a thumbnail display or a list display regarding objects accessed at said access 
/^ep. 

Olaim 73 (previously presented): The method according to claim 71, wherein 



the access information contains enabling information indicating whether it is 
permissible to access another object present at a storage location to which the object belongs; 

said acceskstep accesses another object present at the storage location in a case 
in which the enabling information permits access to the other object; and 

said display step ^presents an at-a-glance display relating to an object present at 
the storage location based upon resultaof accessing performed at said access step. 

Claim 74 (previously presented): The method according to claim 73, further 

comprising: 

a selection step of selecting a desired object from the at-a-glance display; and 
a content display step of displaying\ content of an object that has been 
selected at said selection step. 

Claim 75 (previously presented): The method according to claim 71, wherein 
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the access information contains enabling information indicating whether it is 
^permissible to^ccess another version of the object; 



V 



vsaid access step accesses an object that is another version of the object in a case 



J in which the enabling information permits access to the other version; and 

said\iisplay step presents an at-a-glance display inclusive of the other version 
of the object based upon results of accessing performed at said access step. 
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Claim 76 (previously presented): The method according to claim 75, further 

comprising: 

a selection step of selecting a desired object from the at-a-glance display; and 
a content display step (^displaying a content of an object that has been 
selected at said selection step. 

Claim 77 (original): The method according to claim 71, wherein said extraction 
step extracts the access information from a file that nas been attached to electronic mail. 

Claim 78 (previously presented): The method according to claim 71, wherein 
said extraction step extracts the access information from a main body of electronic mail. 

Claim 79 (previously presented): The method according to claim 71, wherein 
the access information includes position information for specifying a storage 
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location at which the object is present, and information for obtaining privilege to access an object 
at the storage location; and, 

using the access information as an access key, said object access step accesses 
the object at thdystorage location specified by the position information. 




Qy Garni 80 (previously presented): The method according to claim 79, wherein 

c^jl the access key is information for logging in to the storage location. 
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Claim 81 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising setting means for settingwhether or not to provide the access information to an 
unregistered user, who has not registereei as a user, as a part of the access information. 

Claim 82 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 81, further 
comprising means for giving a password to the unregistered user when said setting means has set 
that the unregistered user may be provided with the afccess information. 

Claim 83 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 81, further 
comprising means for prohibiting the unregistered user from accessing the object when said 
setting means has set that the unregistered user is not to be provided with the access information. 

Claim 84 (previously presented): The system according to claim 21, further 
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comprising setting means for setting whether or not to provide the access information to an 
egis^ered user, who has not registered as a user, as a part of the access information. 

Claim 85 (previously presented): The system according to claim 84, further 
comprising meahs for giving a password to the unregistered user when said setting means has set 
that the unregistereckuser may be provided with the access information. 



Claim 8tk (previously presented): The system according to claim 84, further 

i \ 

comprising means for prohibiting the unregistered user from accessing the object when said 
setting means has set that the unregistered user is not to be provided with the access information. 



Claim 87 (previouslyWesented): The method according to claim 41, further 
comprising a setting step of setting whether or not to provide the access information to an 
unregistered user, who has not registered as aVser, as a part of the access information. 

Claim 88 (previously presented): Yhe method according to claim 87, further 
comprising a step of giving a password to the unregistered user when said setting step has set that 
the unregistered user may be provided with the access information. 



Claim 89 (previously presented): The method\ccording to claim 87, further 
comprising a step of prohibiting the unregistered user from accessing the object when said setting 
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step hafe set that the unregistered user is not to be provided with the access information. 



Claim 90 (previously presented): The method according to claim 61, further 
comprising a sefting step of setting whether or not to provide the access information to an 
unregistered user, who has not registered as a user, as a part of the access information. 



Claim 91 (previously presented): The method according to claim 90, further 
comprising a step of giving ^password to the unregistered user when said setting step has set that 
the unregistered user may be provided with the access information. 

Claim 92 (previousW presented): The method according to claim 90, further 
comprising a step of prohibiting the unregistered user from accessing the object when said setting 
step has set that the unregistered user is not\o be provided with the access information. 

Claim 93 (currently amended):\A computer-readable memory storing a control 
program for causing a computer to generate electronic mail, the control program comprising: 
code of a designating step of designating a desired object to be attached to 

electronic mail; 

code of an acquisition step of acquiring Recess information r elating including 
information of access to the object designated at the designating step; and 
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code of a generating step of generating electronic mail information, which 
V includes the access information acquired at the acquisition step. 

V 



Claim 94 (currently amended): A computer-readable memory storing a control 
program for causing a computer to process received mail, the control program comprising: 

code of aiv^xtraction step of extracting access information contained in 
electronic mail that has been received , said access information including limitation of access to 
an object : 

code of an access st^to of accessing ten the object based upon under the 
limitation specified by the access information extracted at said extraction step; and 

code of a display step of presenting a display that corresponds to the object 
based upon a content of the object accessed at the access step. 
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